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03 October 2025
Dear SGS Families,

As the days grow shorter and the autumn season settles in, we are reminded that this is a time for routine, growth,
and building strong habits that will carry us through the winter. One of the most important of these is attendance,
being present every day so learning is secure, and progress is steady.

At SGS, we want every student to know that you are Attenda nce

wanted in school. Every student belongs here, and

every lesson counts. Attendance is a little like building a --_
house. Each lesson is a brick: the more bricks you lay, : ;

the stronger your house becomes. If you miss a lesson, Sk atendance:  4days missed :ql.h:::m:{:;ssﬂ:ﬁs“d

a gap appears, and over time this affects the stability of E
the learning. Even a small dip in attendance can add up 2% attendance 7 days missed 35 Lessons missed
quickly. For example, at 94% attendance a student will s Tutorpededsinissed

miss 11 school days in a year, which is around 55 lessons ~ 95% attendance 9 days missed 45 Lessons missed

and 22 tutor periods. Imagine how much knowledge 18 Tutor periods missed
and confidence is lost when that many bricks are  94% attendance 11 days 55 Lessons missed
missing. missed 22 Tutor periods missed

Of course, we understand that everyone gets ill from --_

time to time. When that happens, it is vital to catch up

on missed work so that learning gaps do not grow, and --_
missed 76 Tutor periods missed

The evidence is clear: students with the highest

attendance achieve the best results. At SGS, students with above 94% attendance gained on average, 1% grades higher
in every GCSE than those with lower attendance. Every day really does make a difference.

How can families support this focus?
e Talk about attendance together and set a target between 95% and 100%.
e Encourage good routines at home to support a great night’s sleep, a healthy breakfast, and leaving on time so
students are ready to learn.
¢ Notice and celebrate improvements: every week of full attendance is a step closer to success.

This fortnight, | have encouraged every student to reflect on their current attendance, set a goal, and take pride in
building strong learning habits. Together, we can ensure every student at SGS feels a true sense of belonging and
achieves their very best.

Thank you for your continued support. | also hope you enjoy reading about the wonderful residential trip to France,
along with the other exciting events that have taken place in school this week.

Skegness Grammar School is part of the David Ross Education Trust i arts
The Company is registered in England and Wales Ofg?ed
Company Registration Number: 6182612 -

MUSIC MARK
@ SCHOOL

TEACHER
‘Ambassador

Registered Office: Charnwood College, Thorpe Hill, Loughborough, LE11 4SQ Provider S SKEGNESS GRAMMAR  Ouwschathara
E SCHOOL



Skegness Grammar School
Vernon Road

Skegness

Lincolnshire PE25 2QS
United Kingdom

Tel 01754 610000
Email: Enquiries@skegnessgrammar.co.uk
www.skegnessgrammar.co.uk

SKEGNESS Qde o('\1'
GRAMMAR SCHOOL nlng g Executive Headmaster: Mr. J Hunton
* * Kk Kk Kk

Headteacher: Mrs. L Walker

Year 11 revision evening

— = ooy ) - R Year 11 students and parents
; began their revision journey
this week as we moved
towards the first round of
mock  examinations. On
Wednesday evening Mr
Lovatt and Mr Cotterrill
delivered a session on
working memory, revision
strategies and habits as well
as stress  management
techniques. Students also
received a revision pack with
resources to support them
through revision process.
Early revision leads to
positive outcomes, a little
and often approach should

begin now for all students and build towards their GCSE examinations.

Thank you to all of those attended. Those that couldn’t attend have been provided with the resources from the event.
Should there be any other questions please do not hesitate to contact Mr Lovatt Mr Cotterrill or the year 11 tutor team.

|
e
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School Musical
We are excited to announce that this year’s school musical will be Sister Act.
e Students can sign up for auditions in the Music Department.
e The deadline to sign up is Wednesday 08 October.
e Auditions will take place after school from Wednesday 08 October
onwards (specific days and timings will be confirmed soon).
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This summer, Skegness Grammar School students, both past and present,
attended The Rodolfus Foundation Choral Course at the University of
Cambridge. The course brought together talented young singers from
across the country for a week of intensive rehearsals, workshops, and
performances. The school is acknowledged by the continuity announcer
at the beginning of the production too, which is great. The Evensong is
conducted by the David Ross Education Trust Executive Director for Music,
Simon Toyne.

As part of the programme, the choir sang a moving Choral Evensong,
which was recorded in Cambridge and broadcast on BBC Radio 3.

Having SGS students feature in such a prestigious event is a remarkable
achievement, reflecting their dedication and musical excellence. We are
proud to see them representing our school community on a national
stage.

You can catch up and listen to the broadcast on BBC Sounds here:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m002jtfb

Paper Aeroplane Competition
§ Students from across the school took part in an exciting inter-house Paper Aeroplane Competition,
T~ where teamwork, creativity, and a good dose of aerodynamics were put to the test. Working in pairs,
T students designed and folded their own paper planes before competing to see whose creation could
fly the furthest. The hall was filled with cheers, laughter, and some surprisingly skilful throws, as each
house battled for the top spot. After some impressive efforts, the winning team was Newton, whose planes soared the
furthest at 35.3m and secured valuable points for their house. Congratulations to them and well done to everyone who

took part in making the event such a success!

1*' - Newton: 35.3m
2" - Lumley: 34.7m
3 Magdalen: 14m
4™ Tennyson: 5.3m
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SGS visit to France, 26-29 September

Last week, a group of our students took part in an unforgettable educational trip to Northern France, exploring a wide
range of historical, cultural, and culinary experiences. The visit was not only informative and thought-provoking but
also gave students a deeper understanding of French culture and the significant legacy of the First World War as well
as an opportunity to eat some snails.

The trip began with a visit to a lively French market in Boulogne-sur-Mer, where students were encouraged to use their
French language skills to buy fresh produce. The colourful stalls offered everything from seasonal fruit and vegetables
to local cheeses and pastries. It was a fantastic opportunity for students to immerse themselves in everyday French
life, interact with native speakers, and gain confidence using their French in real-world situations.

Avisit to a local chocolate factory followed, where students observed the fascinating process of chocolate-making from
cocoa bean to finished product. They learnt about the history of chocolate production in the region and, of course, had
the chance to sample some delicious treats. This experience combined fun with learning, giving students insight into
the science and craft behind one of their favourite foods. Choco-la-la-la.

One of the more reflective parts of the trip was the visit to the Lochnagar Mine Crater, the site of a massive explosion
set off on the first day of the Battle of the Somme in 1916. Standing beside the enormous crater brought home the
scale of destruction caused by the war and offered a powerful moment of contemplation.

At the Newfoundland Memorial in Beaumont-Hamel, students walked along preserved trenches and learnt about the
experiences of the Newfoundland Regiment during the First World War. Another significant stop was the Vimy Ridge
Memorial, again, dedicated to Canadian soldiers who fought and died in the war. The scale and solemnity of the
memorial left a lasting impression on everyone who visited.

In Albert, students explored the Somme 1916 Museum, located in an underground air-raid shelter beneath the town.
The museum’s detailed displays, reconstructions, and artefacts brought the realities of trench warfare to life.

The final stop was La Coupole, a former underground Nazi bunker and rocket base that has been transformed into a
museum of World War Il and space exploration. The exhibitions covered everything from the V2 rocket programme to
the development of post-war space travel.

The trip to Northern France was a truly enriching experience. It offered a unique combination of language learning,
cultural exploration, and historical reflection. Ms Abeledo, Mrs Howey, Mr Cotterill, Mr Stainton and Mrs McCarthy
would like to thank students for their conduct on the trip.

Here’s a small selection of the vast number of photographs from our trip.

To view all of them, follow SGS on Facebook! Skegness Grammar School | Facebook
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Save the date: Year 9 and 10 Coffee & Cake Morning — Tuesday 25 November
Following the success of our Coffee & Cake Morning in June, we are excited to
announce that we will holding another event on Tuesday 25 November!

Our aim is to build upon our strong relationships, increase communication and
share our SGS Way and culture that we are so proud of. This event will give those
families who attend the opportunity to drop in to some year 9 and 10 lessons
and meet with Mrs Walker, Mr Smith and heads of year for an informal Q&A
session.

Further details to be shared via MCAS soon!

New Lunch Club — SGS Eco Club - please encourage your child to join.
Starting Monday 06 October at 1:20pm in Room 41, join our SGS Eco Club!

Get involved in making SGS a more eco-friendly school by:
e Learning about sustainability and making responsible choices
e Conducting research and environmental audits
e Leading on events, assemblies, and campaigns to raise awareness

atn
2

| -
Eco-Schools

Design our Ethos, logo and social media
/ tv screen content

' Global Environmental Challenges

‘ Sustainable Practices and Solutions

‘ Conduct research and environmental audits

‘ Lead on designing events, competitions,

assemblies & announcements
agenda
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'Lumi Nova' & World Mental Health Day

Recognising mental health is crucial because it plays a fundamental role in our overall well-being, just as much as
physical health does. When mental health concerns are acknowledged early, people are more likely to access the
support and resources they need, reducing the risk of issues escalating into more serious conditions. Awareness also
helps break down stigma, encouraging open conversations and fostering a culture where individuals feel safe to seek
help. By recognising the importance of mental health, we can promote healthier coping strategies, stronger
relationships, and improved productivity in daily life, ultimately leading to a more compassionate and resilient society.

On October 10 students and staff are asked to celebrate World Mental Health Day by participating in Young Minds
Hello Yellow campaign.
Years 7 - 11; £1 to wear a yellow top or

=
W t I d accessory (Blazer & Uniform skirt/trousers
ear it loud. ==
=]
W r It r d Sixth Form; £1 to wear a yellow top or
m accessory (Blazer & Uniform skirt/trousers

still required) or £2 for non-uniform with
yellow being the standout colour.

Using apps to support mental health can be helpful as part of everyday wellbeing. Apps can be a convenient, supportive
tool for managing stress, anxiety, or mood, but they should complement - not replace - professional support when
needed.

‘Lumi Nova' is a free Lincolnshire created app to support mental health and involves both parents and students. To
summarise - It explores the individual students' anxiety triggers and designs a programme to support the student and
parents. Take a look https://luminova.app/for-parents/how-it-works For additional support contact the pastoral team
on sgs-pastoral@skegnessgrammar.co.uk

Online Safety Week
This is a fantastic guide from the Centre for Countering Digital Hate (CCDH) which we hope you will find interesting and

useful. The guide goes into areas such as:
PARENTS GUIDE

e How social media platforms and algorithms
operate.

e The various types of harms that children may
experience.

e Practical advice and guidance.

e Supporting resources.

You can download the guide HERE. q
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Important Notice: Upcoming Road Closures and Travel Disruptions Traffic disruption warning over Skegness
roadworks - BBC News

Parents and guardians, please be aware of the following planned road closures in our area:

Vernon Road: Closed from 20 — 24 February

Talbot Road: Closed from 24 — 26 February

Gunby Dual Carriageway: Closed from 05 January — 28 February (this will affect the school bus route and
further information will follow should times need to be adjusted)

These closures are likely to cause traffic disruption around the school. We recommend taking extra care during drop-
off and pick-up times and considering alternative routes where possible.

Key Considerations:

Pick-up / Drop-off Zones: During the closure there will be no collections / drop offs so please plan ahead for
possible congestion; allow extra time and drop your child off safely nearby.

Traffic Flow: Expect delays; consider alternative routes or earlier departures.

Safe Walking Routes: Encourage children to follow designated safe routes; extra caution is advised near
construction areas. We will ensure that duty staff are positioned to control safety too.

Supervision / Duty: Staff will be extra vigilant during outdoor duties while work is ongoing.

Emergency / Disability Access: All access points will be maintained; please notify the office if you require
specific assistance.

Timing of Work: We are checking daily working hours to see if any closures can avoid peak school travel times.

We thank you for your understanding and cooperation during this period and encourage all families to plan ahead to
ensure student safety.

Lost property — reclaim your property: Wednesday 08 October at Breaktime

Sadly, there is a lot of lost property received to the school office that
has not been claimed. We would love all of these items to all be
returned to their rightful owners. Next Wednesday 08 October we will
be laying out all of the lost property in the canteen at breaktime for
students to identify and retrieve their belongings. Items not claimed
will be given to our pastoral team or donated to charity as we have no
room to continue to store it.

Please can we remind you that ALL belongings should be CLEARLY
MARKED with a student’s name. Our admin staff will return all items
that are clearly identifiable as soon as we can and it saddens us to see
so many valuable items build up in our lost property store that are
never claimed.

Please remind your child to visit the Canteen at BREAK on Wednesday 08 October.
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Respect for Our Neighbours — Drop Off Reminder
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We’ve been asked by our neighbours, Vertigo Scaffolding on Grosvenor Road, to remind families not to use their
forecourt as a drop-off point. This space is required for their trucks, forklifts and trailers. Vehicles pulling in can create

safety risks for students as well as disruption to their busin

ess.

We also ask parents not to block Vernon Road at collection time. Please remember:

The school gates do not open until 3:10pm.

time.

services if access were required.

Parents are strongly discouraged from queuing before this

Cars queuing from as early as 2:45pm cause congestion,
upset our neighbours, and could seriously delay emergency

To help reduce congestion, we encourage parents to allow sufficient time, park a little further away, and arrange for
their child to walk to meet them. This small change makes a big difference to safety, traffic flow, and our relationship

with local residents.
Thank you for your cooperation and support.

SGS Menu next week

-mEREE(E MONDAY TUESDAY | WEDNESDAY @ THURSDAY FRIDAY

OPTION STICKYSOY ~ MEXICANBEEF ~~ CREAMY  CHICKEN 1  BATTERED ,
AND HONEY CHILLI CHICKENPIE ~ ~ KATSUCURRY = = FILLETOFFISH -
wi ice or with Cris| with Rice ¢ with Chips & Tartare -

#' NOODLES " 505/32 § Roasties & gryavy £ e 5?“"39

Tacos
® :
OPTION = VEGETABLE MEXICAN  ROASTOUDRNE  SMOKEYEEOD THE BIG PLANT
PLAIT VEGETABLE YORKSHIRE PLANT BALLS BURGER
# 2 with N;v«; Potatoes RICE PEUD‘!NG wit: Co:sr:O_uS/ with Chips
and Gravy oasties paghetti
Q\) | Q\) and Gravy Q) (2)
PASTADR | JACKETPOTATO = SPICYCHEESE = JACKETPOTATD ~ GARUC JACKETPOTATO -
JACKETS T or TOMATO & Wi MUSHRODM W
i BASIL e orRAATOULLE T

DINERTOF | | wiimw || sponoue || oooour || PEACHONE | PACASSOER

THE DAY &)FLAPJAI:K SHORTBREAD CAKE SAUCE

_ALSO RURILRBLE! = || MENU HEY AllER(.IB
rererree &)VEGM‘UFT"]N Plﬂl“?“lIOANBG“OHIA"!”OI =
e el Iink
mﬁm ;':::]ﬁ;g:l YOU OF YOUR AYAILABLE CHOICES. 'Cat,erl‘n
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Homework Timetable
Please find below details on the homework timetable. Full details can be found on our website:
Skegness Grammar Homework Policy 2025-26.pdf

Il. Year 7, 8 & 9 - (Key Stage 3) Homework/Prep/Retrieval Task (RT) Timetable

Year 7/8 Homework Timetable

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend
Science Music (Music | English RE History Geography
(Kay First) (Educake) Food & Rotation Subject Sparx Maths (1 hour)
Science) Computer Spanish Nutrition | (Drama only)
Science (Active
Learn)

Art and DT homework will be set on the day of the lesson, with a week to complete the task. Each task
will be between 20 and 30 minutes in duration.
Reading is required for 20 minutes every day (including weekends).

Year 9 Homework Timetable
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend
Science Music (Music | English RE History Geography
(Kay First) (Educake) Spanish Rotation Subject | Sparx Maths (1
Science) Computer (Science (Active (Drama, Food & hour)
Science Kay Science) Learn) Nutrition)

Art and DT homework will be set on the day of the lesson, with a week to complete the task. Each task will
be between 20 and 30 minutes in duration.
Reading is required for 20 minutes every day (including weekends).

English — Students complete tasks set by their class teacher on the online platform Educake.

Humanities - Students complete a multiple choice self-marking quiz Microsoft forms (in their multiple choice
homework teams channel) and shared with students via Bromcom. The information used to create the quiz is based
on the most recent learning episodes, where appropriate, prior learning can be interleaved in to promote retrieval.

Reading - All students complete 20 minutes of reading every day, including weekends.

Science Students complete tasks set on Kay Science. Students complete the following tasks, Blank canvas video review
(with embedded questioning) followed by a quiz to practice the substantive content of the video.

Maths homework follows a different format, using Sparx Maths. Students complete 1 hour of personalised homework.
It is both challenging and achievable due to the Al system, which increases the challenge of questions when students
answer questions correctly. The programme automatically tests current and past material and allows students to, not
only practice, but apply the rules. Additionally, students may also complete XP boost, which is a 30-minute extension
material. Students are rewarded for the compulsory and extension tasks through the Sparx leaderboard. Student log
in: https://www.sparxmaths.uk/student.
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Spanish homework is completed via the Pearson active learn online system, this will be directed by subject teachers
and based around current learning topics.

Music homework is completed via the Music First online system, this will be directed by subject teachers and based
around current learning topics.

lll. Year 10 & 11 - (Key Stage 4) Homework Timetable

Students in KS4 will receive a total of 60-90 minutes of homework per subject, per week. Homework will be set
by teachers as chunked, explicit, and manageable tasks. This will ensure that scaffolding is provided for longer
projects/assignments and students can learn to plan and organise their time effectively. Additional personal
revision is promoted throughout a student’s GCSE years. Subject teachers will be able to point students in the
direction of relevant reading material.

Reading - All students complete 20 minutes of reading every day, including weekends for homework.

IV. Year 12 & 13 - (Key Stage 5) Homework Timetable

Students in KS5 will be expected to complete 3-4 hours of homework and independent study per subject, per
week, plus additional study for enrichment qualifications where necessary (e.g., EPQ, Pre-Teaching). Students
should utilise their out of lesson study time, ensure that notes and revision materials are prepared for each
subject and that they are kept in an organised folder throughout the duration of their courses. This is down to
the individual student to maintain. Also, as part of the independent study, students should be reading around
their subjects. Subject teachers will be able to point students in the direction of relevant reading material.

Reading - All students complete 20 minutes of reading every day, including weekends for homework.

School calendar — Half Term 1
e 06 October: Wayne Stevenson in school
e 06 October: Employer Day — Year 11 mock interviews
e (09 October: Wayne Stevenson in school
e (09 October: Year 8 trip to Embassy Centre — King Lear RSC
e 15 October: Flu vaccines
e 16 October: Luke Staton in school; Year 7 Choral performance
e 17 October: DRET Winter Cup
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Students of the Week

We are proud to announce that we have FIVE students of the week, all from Year 13!

Thomas has been nominated by Mr Kirby for his
outstanding generosity and community spirit,
having donated 40kg of pasta to the harvest
festival food bank collection!

Lucus, Bradley, Isabel and Oscar were nominated
by Miss Spelman. They have all given up their own
time to go into Year 7 music lessons and speak to
the students about music at SGS, encouraging
them to join the choir, ensembles, and to take up
instrumental lessons. Each student delivered a
wonderful performance to the class, followed by a
lively and inspirational Q&A with the Year 7s. They
answered questions about their instruments,
shared the opportunities they’ve had, explained
what it’s like to be a music student at SGS, and
even offered to act as mentors for Year 7 students
who might need extra help with their instruments. Their commitment, enthusiasm, and generosity have made a real
impact on the younger students and are an excellent example of leadership and dedication within our school
community.

We are very proud of you all!

Yours sincerely,

/\
g = 2

=
Mr Jude Hunton Mrs Lorraine Walker
Executive Headmaster Headteacher
20250
Reward
That’s an average of 32.45 points per student this Points

academic year. Well done to you all!
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