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05 December 2025
Dear SGS Families,

As we step into December and the festive season, here’s an interesting fact to mark the moment: December was
originally the tenth month of the Roman calendar, which explains why its name comes from decem, meaning “ten.” A
reminder that even the most established systems can benefit from a bit of re-thinking, which happens to link perfectly
to our Focus of the Fortnight.

This week, we continue to build on our theme of ‘Thinking’, encouraging our scholars not just to pay attention in the
moment, but to pause, reflect, and take thoughtful ownership of the choices they make throughout the school day.
Across classrooms and corridors, we have been exploring how deliberate, reflective thinking supports strong decision-
making and reinforces our school motto, “a sound conscience is a wall of brass.”

A particular area of reflection has been the importance of wearing full and correct SGS uniform. Our warm warning
before line-up has given students time to think about the choices they make, and we’ve discussed together the bigger
picture: how uniform creates a sense of belonging, helps prepare young people for the world of work, reduces
unnecessary cognitive load, and promotes fairness by ensuring everyone starts from the same place. These are small
habits with big purposes, and we are proud of the maturity many students have shown in understanding them.

In addition, the SGS staff will keep highlighting the value of taking time to think, to pause before acting, to reflect before
responding, and to consider not just what we do but why we do it. We encourage families to talk about these ideas at
home, too, as they are skills that extend far beyond the school gates.

| hope you enjoy reading about the brilliant learning and community events that have taken place across SGS this week
and join us in looking forward to the celebrations and Christmastime celebrations on the horizon.

SGS Hosts Two Major Trust-Wide Music Events — B e = _
Skegness Grammar School was proud to host two
significant David Ross Education Trust music events
on Thursday 27 and Friday 28 November,
welcoming students, staff, and professional
musicians for an inspiring celebration of creativity
and collaboration.

DRET Music Composition Challenge Final
Performances

Across both days, SGS welcomed academies from
across the Trust for the DRET Music Composition
Challenge Final Performances. The widely
respected Berkeley Ensemble joined us to
workshop and perform the compositions, offering
expert guidance and bringing students’ work vividly
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to life. The standard of compositions was exceptional,
reflecting impressive musical learning and creativity
across the Trust.

A highlight of the two-day programme was the free
Evening Concert held in the evening. Students,
families, and guests enjoyed a wine and canapé
soirée while the Berkeley Ensemble performed a
selection of outstanding A Level and GCSE
compositions, alongside pieces from their own
repertoire. The quality of student work this year was
exceptional, and the evening provided a wonderful

platform to celebrate their achievements.

DRET Music A Level Conference

On Friday 28 November, SGS also hosted the second DRET Music A Level Conference in the Music Department. A Level
students from SGS, MAA, LPA, and CWC came together for a day of intensive study led by Simon Toyne, further
enriching their musical understanding and performance skills.

Both events were a tremendous success, and we look forward to welcoming the DRET Music students back to SGS for
future musical collaborations.

SEND inclusive event

On Wednesday we welcomed students from KEVI, Skegness
Academy and Eresby to our SEND Inclusive event. Students were
able to take part in a range of activities under the expert
leadership of our older students. This event gave students the
opportunity to meet new people, work together to encourage
communication, teamwork, and social skills through physical
activity.

A huge thank you to all of our students who took part in this
event, it was a pleasure to welcome students, and staff from
other schools to the event and allowed for us to
collaboratively work with other students and teaching
assistants to best support our students.

Thank you to the hard work of our local School Games
Organiser, Mr Thornalley for all of your support and
organisation of this event.
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U13 DRET Sports Hall Athletics

We are very proud of our Sports Hall Athletics team for placing 3rd in the Trust wide competition. Our students
represented the Academy with pride whilst displaying their talents. We saw impressive performances all round and
returned with 9 medals; Bella and Emma (Year 8) in the 8 lap and relay, London (Year 8) in the relay, 4 lap and triple
jump, Lulu (Year 8) for the relay and Sophia (Year 7) in the 6 lap race.

Lincolnshire Sports Hall Athletics selection event
We would like to congratulate Caleb (Year 10), Macey (Year 9), Ophelia (Year 9), Jack (Year 9), Mohammad (Year 7) and
Rocco (Year 7) for taking part in the Lincolnshire Sports Hall Athletics selection event over the weekend. They attended
Grantham Meres Leisure Centre to trial in all the running, jumping and throwing events with the hope of being selected
to represent Lincolnshire. We wish you good luck with your :

selection and look forward to hearing of the results.

DRET Rowing Cup

This week we attended the annual DRET Rowing Cup taking
the top 4 students from each year group and gender to
compete based on our Rowvember results. We achieved
2nd place overall from the 11 secondary academies
competing. 12 medals were won, 6 of which were gold, 5
silver and 1 bronze. Huge congratulations to Martha (Year
10) - 1st, River-Mai (Year 8) - 1st, Jack (Year 9), Monti (Year
9), Teddy (Year 8) and Tommy (Year 9) - 1st in the junior boys 1 '

relay, Paige (Year 9), Erin (Year 9), Chloe (Year 9) and River-Mai (Year 8) - 2nd in the junior girls relay, Sophla (Year 7) -
2nd and Amelia (year 10) - 3rd. We were delighted to return having achieved our aim of placing in the top 3. We look
forward to hearing which of our talented scholars have been selected as DRET All Star Rowers as a result of these
fantastic achievements.
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Congratulations to Noel!

We are delighted to share that Noel in Year 11 has recently been awarded the prestigious Silver Industrial Cadet
accreditation. This nationally recognised award celebrates commitment, curiosity and achievement in STEM, and Noel
has demonstrated all three in abundance!

Last year, while in Year 10, Noel independently
researched, applied for, and secured a highly
competitive work-experience placement at BAE
Systems. His initiative in sourcing the placement
himself shows a remarkable level of maturity and
determination. During his time with the = :.L S
company, Noel immersed himself in real R
engineering environments, gaining first-hand

insight into advanced technologies and the skills
required in modern industry.

474

SILVER

L/

The Silver Industrial Cadet award reflects the high
standard of his engagement, recognising his
problem-solving, teamwork, communication
skills, and willingness to take on new challenges.
It is a significant achievement that demonstrates
both his work ethic and his enthusiasm for STEM
pathways.

We are incredibly proud of Noel’s accomplishment and look forward to seeing how he continues to develop his talents
in the years ahead. He is an excellent role model for younger students considering future STEM opportunities.

We are always pleased to hear about out of school achievements. If you have a success story you would like to share
in our newsletter, please do get in touch by emailing enquiries@skegnessgramamr.co.uk
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Upcoming Christmas Celebrations!

Christmas Jumper Day 2025: 11 December 2025

For a donation of £2, students in all year groups are invited
to wear a Christmas jumper underneath their school
blazer, along with the rest of their usual school uniform. All
proceeds will go to the Save the Children charity, which
provides life-saving food, shelter, and medical support to
children in urgent need around the world.

Christmas Jumper Day 2025 | Save the Children UK -
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11TH DECEMBER 2025

Christmas Dinner Day: 16 December 2025

Caterlink will be serving a delicious Christmas Dinner on
16 December! We look forward to seeing our students
get into the festive spirit!
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Holiday Activities and Food Programme (HAF) — Shared on behalf of LCC

Winter 2025 Delivery Dates

Holiday
Activities
and Food

An opportunity for young people to enjoy new experiences, take part
in FREE activities, and enjoy healthy meals over the holiday period.

Monday 22 December 2025 to Friday 2 Janaury 2026
(exchuding bank holidays).

Scan here

Funded by

SesT. Lincolnshire:
Department ISTART
for Education WINLIFE

Winter HAF will take place during the Winter
holidays running from Monday 22" December - Friday
2" January (excluding bank holidays).

Locations

There are over 100 clubs being delivered across the county
during the Winter holidays. Our mapping tool on our HAF
Webpage highlights the HAF provision being delivered
across the county with more detailed information on
available clubs shared on the booking system, including
activity information, dates and times.

HAF and Family Hubs Winter Community Event
We are delighted to share that the next HAF and Family Hubs

Community Event has been confirmed for Saturday 6th December, from 10:00am to 1:00pm at the Peter Paine Centre

in Boston. Peter Paine Centre | Boston College

"":"I'-loliday Activities & Food
" TEENS! # i

12-16yrs | GYM, SWIMMING & FOOD VOUCHERS*
HAF December Holidays booking system is open NOW!

Open to all school-aged children/teenagers in receipt of benefit-related Free School Meals!
4
An opportunity for 12-16yrs to enjoy new experiences, take part in FREE activities,
Including fitness suite access, unlimited general swimming, chance to soclalise and
/ enjoy healthy meals over the holiday period.

NOW INCLUDES MORE ACTIVITIES! Fancy bringing a mate with you? You can!

Only £2.00 per friend to join in. Activity detalls Find dl Junior Gym [} =)
B can be found In your HAF Pack! e 0
g >
E”\_

7 Learn more about HAF by scanning here: E t@ =
‘% Lincolnshire®
Do . . MAGNA VITAE

TRUST FOR LBSURS & CLATURE
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Boston . :
Community Event -

Come along to enjoy a fantastic
FREE e family event!

Saturd% 6th December

Peter Paine Perfom;lpa"r'\oe
Rosebery A

venue, Boston, PE217QR
For all families with children aged 0-19 (25 SEND)

What’s On:

« Meet Santa and get a free gift*
« Free food hamper provided
for all families*

+ Early years learning activities for

—
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Skegness Community Orchestra (shared on behalf of Lincolnshire

Music Service)

1 Come listen to

SKEGNESS
COMMUNITY
COMMU YceRCHEESTURSAC
do Christmas
ﬁ or even bring your
own instrument and
stand to joinin

9

WK Saturday 13th December
XNy 10am - 12pm

Open Rehearsal

at Skegness Grammar School

: PE25 2QS \ A
Free entry Al
Raffle prizes to be won S
) Refreshments available 2

Contact us: sk
07547 215164 or follow us on Facebook

Q\

z

S ¢
3 N

Friday 19 December — School closes at 1pm
A polite reminder that the school closes at 1pm on Friday 19 December for
the Christmas break. Please ensure you have considered any alternative * .- pue > - %
travel arrangements your child may need for the earlier finish time. Please : DRIVING j

also see the transport arrangements below.

These bus services will be collecting at 1pm

Grayscroft — 7606 serving Chapel, Addlethorpe, Ingoldmells and Hogsthorpe
Brylaine — 7608 serving Wainfleet, Firsby, Croft and Thorpe St Peter

These bus services will be collecting at the normal time — end of school

Brylaine — BY83 serving Burgh and Orby
Hunts — HUO7 serving Hogsthorpe
Stagecoach — 57 serving Friskney, Croft and Burgh

Taxi services

Skegness Grammar School
Vernon Road

Skegness
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United Kingdom
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| Welcome to
SKEGNESS
COMMUNITY
ORCHESTRA

COMMUNITY U ep MUSIC

a A group for musicians of any level

aged 12-99!
Relaxed atmosphere

Music to appeal to everyone
First session free then £5 per session

Rehearsals take place in the main hall
of Skegness Grammar School (PE25 2QS)
every third Saturday 10am - 12pm

22" November ts /A
£ reshmer™”
/1 13" December  Ref! wded Y
1 10" January in¢ >

I3 24" January «E{' /A
7 14" February VBN 7& )

C us: sk yorchestra@. il.com

07547 215164 or follow us on Facebook

For those students using taxi services to school, please check with your taxi company if they will be able to collect at

the earlier time.
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Girls 16-19 Open Football Event (shared on behalf of Boston United Football Club)

GIRLS
For U16 - U19 Players

PRACTICAL FOOTBALL SESSION: 1PM to 2PM (3G) - ARRIVAL: 12:45PM

WWW.BOSTONUNITEDCF.COUK « EIACADEMY #BUFC.COUK « TELI 01205 Y6440
FL/BUFCFOOTBALLACADEMY . Xi ®BUFCACADEMY . 1 OBUFCACADEMY
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Fraud Awareness
Every year hundreds of thousands of people here in the UK fall victim to fraud when buying something online. With
Christmas and Christmas sales rapidly approaching, fraud and scams will be significantly on the increase.

GetSafeOnline has a plethora of information to help with this such as:
e Information on purchase scams HERE.
e Online buying tips HERE.
e Scam website checker HERE.

One thing to look out for is that questioning the legitimacy of the companies online particularly on social media such
as Instagram. If you click on an ad, take a closer look by tapping on the 3 dots on the top right and tap on "open in
external browser." The reason for this is checking the details of the company before making any purchases. When
opening the website, if there are no company details, no contact details (apart from a web form), and either no reviews
or perfect reviews. These are all red flags and should be approached with caution.

Something to consider

Neurodivergent children can be amongst those most vulnerable online, therefore more
likely to become victims of things like scams. Those with ADHD, autism or other
divergent ways of thinking might not recognise when someone intends to do harm.

&
internet
matters.org

Internet Matters have put together a brand-new free guide for parents which explores
how neurodivergent children's unique traits can leave them open to scams, particularly
in games. You can download the free guide HERE.

School calendar — Half Term 2

08 December: Careers event - Yr 11 1:1 career interviews
10 December: Yr 8 and 9 Sports Hall athletics at SGS from 1:30pm
10 December: Movie night

11 December: Christmas Jumper day

11 December: Lincolnshire Carol Service Boston 12:00

11 December: U15 boys indoor cricket competition at SGS
12 December: SGS’s Got Talent!

16 December: Christmas Dinner

17 December: DRET Santa Run

18 December: Christmas Concert 5:30-7:00pm

19 December: SGS closes at 1pm
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SGS Menu next week
Break time menu — week 1

MEAL
ot I vowon  tusow Jvioweow] ko __

HEALTHY MID-MORNING BREAK DEAL
OPTION : Cheese & Tomato
Sausage Roll Pepperoni Tater Tots Bag Breakfast Wrap
ONE pizza agel fumorer CHOOSE THE DAILY
< : e " HEALTHY MID-MORNING
OPTION Cheese Bagel Chocolate Twist "im:;i"e"e ":f:"’;i “0(’:‘"‘ Cinnamon Swirl OPTION
TWO AND GET AN APPLE AND A WATER
OFTIoN i Cheese & Beans Burrito of the ; Bacon & Cheese OR
THREE asitBrown Baguette Slice Day Prete Flatbread
‘ ‘ S | S | S | S ; %2 FILLED BAGUETTE
Homemade AND GET AN APPLE AND A WATER
Veggie & Ch Sweet Potato & Warm Porridg Scrambled Eg H & Mixed
HEALTHY vessitn . W spinach et avemysomi [ & .checse Boge bepper Toasted
OPTION Bagel
r FOR
DAILY Mid-Morning Break ‘item of the Day’ Bacon Bap or Sausage Bap. £
HEALTHY MID-MORNING MEAL DEAL — CHOOSE THE HEALTHY OPTION + APPLE + WATER FOR £1.75 & ' 7 5
=
SPECIAL PPDS MID-MORNING DEAL — 1/2 FILLED BAGUETTE + APPLE + WATER FOR £1.75 %

MENU IKEY ALLERGIES

e ce s os R

© - IMVEGN! PLEASESPEAK T0 A NEWBER OF STAFF IF YOU

HAYE AN ALLERCY AND NEED TO KHOV VAT

INSIDE OUR FOOD DISWES. THEY VILL ADYIE
YOU OF YOUR AVAILABLE CHOICES.

()
caterlink

¥
MONDAY [ TUESDAY QWEDNESDAY @ THURSDAY FRIDAY
- : . —|
OPTION MEATBALLS | THE CLASSIC = BATTERED
#1 mmf'“" INTOMATO | ROAST | CHICKEN FISH MEAL
SAUCE DINNER KORMA with Chips & DEALS
NOODLES with Speehouti ‘:’n“::lr:s:: W":z/w Tartare Sauce
CHOOSE ONE Reflections and lunch
OPTION | ' ' ' '
SWEELPATIL MAIN-MEAL o= PASTA
VEBAN || VEGETABLE | ROAST | chckpeag | THEBIG .
% MEATBALL BIRVANI QUORN SPINACH PLANT & VEGETABLES OR SALAD SAUCE & SALAD Did you know?
PASTA BAKE with il the TIKKA BURGER
o e | ™ (el ome JACKET o= BAGUETTE _
& - FILLING & SALAD FRESHLY MADE DAILY StUdents attendlng a
ADD EITHER lunchtime reflection can
O?ILIEE Green Beans proet Rossted Lhomm Susen Fans Dessertof Day OR Whole Fruit pre‘order and pay for their
Sweetcorn ATORY
Vegetables || RedCabbage || &Sambals = chosen meal at the
only canteen during breaktime
' ' ' , £2.75 or breakfast club.
DESSERT WARM AN STICKY TOFFEE BERRY 5 e,
ILLA || JAMSPONGE APPLE , ,
OF THE BANANA SPONGE bew i CRUMBLE CRUMBLE £
DAY FARIIX with Custard CAKE ==
ALLERGIES PLEASE SEE OUR THEME
ERERER DAYS AND SPECIAL OFFERS

PLEASE SPEAK TO A MEMBER OF STAFF IF
YOU HAVE AN ALLERCY AND NEED TO KNOV
WHAT INSIDE OUR FOOD DISHES. THEY

VILLADYISE YOU OF YOUR AVAILABLE
60 SELECTIN CHOICES.

feeding the imagination
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Homework Timetable

Please find below details on the homework timetable. Full details can be found on our website:
Skegness Grammar Homework Policy 2025-26.pdf
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Il. Year 7, 8 & 9 - (Key Stage 3) Homework/Prep/Retrieval Task (RT) Timetable

Year 7/8 Homework Timetable
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend
Science Music (Music English RE History Geography
(Kay First) (Educake) Food & Rotation Subject Sparx Maths (1 hour)
Science) Computer Spanish Nutrition | (Drama only)
Science (Active
Learn)

Art and DT homework will be set on the day of the lesson, with a week to complete the task. Each task
will be between 20 and 30 minutes in duration.
Reading is required for 20 minutes every day (including weekends).

Year 9 Homework Timetable
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend
Science Music (Music | English RE History Geography
(Kay First) (Educake) Spanish Rotation Subject | Sparx Maths (1
Science) Computer (Science (Active (Drama, Food & hour)
Science Kay Science) Learn) Nutrition)

Art and DT homework will be set on the day of the lesson, with a week to complete the task. Each task will
be between 20 and 30 minutes in duration.
Reading is required for 20 minutes every day (including weekends).

English — Students complete tasks set by their class teacher on the online platform Educake.

Humanities - Students complete a multiple choice self-marking quiz Microsoft forms (in their multiple choice
homework teams channel) and shared with students via Bromcom. The information used to create the quiz is based
on the most recent learning episodes, where appropriate, prior learning can be interleaved in to promote retrieval.

Reading - All students complete 20 minutes of reading every day, including weekends.

Science Students complete tasks set on Kay Science. Students complete the following tasks, Blank canvas video review
(with embedded questioning) followed by a quiz to practice the substantive content of the video.

Maths homework follows a different format, using Sparx Maths. Students complete 1 hour of personalised homework.
It is both challenging and achievable due to the Al system, which increases the challenge of questions when students
answer questions correctly. The programme automatically tests current and past material and allows students to, not
only practice, but apply the rules. Additionally, students may also complete XP boost, which is a 30-minute extension
material. Students are rewarded for the compulsory and extension tasks through the Sparx leaderboard. Student log
in: https://www.sparxmaths.uk/student.

Spanish homework is completed via the Pearson active learn online system, this will be directed by subject teachers
and based around current learning topics.

Music homework is completed via the Music First online system, this will be directed by subject teachers and based
around current learning topics.

Ill. Year 10 & 11 - (Key Stage 4) Homework Timetable
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Executive Headmaster: Mr. J Hunton
Headteacher: Mrs. L Walker

Students in KS4 will receive a total of 60-90 minutes of homework per subject, per week. Homework will be set
by teachers as chunked, explicit, and manageable tasks. This will ensure that scaffolding is provided for longer
projects/assignments and students can learn to plan and organise their time effectively. Additional personal
revision is promoted throughout a student’s GCSE years. Subject teachers will be able to point students in the
direction of relevant reading material.

Reading - All students complete 20 minutes of reading every day, including weekends for homework.

IV. Year 12 & 13 — (Key Stage 5) Homework Timetable

Students in KS5 will be expected to complete 3-4 hours of homework and independent study per subject, per
week, plus additional study for enrichment qualifications where necessary (e.g., EPQ, Pre-Teaching). Students
should utilise their out of lesson study time, ensure that notes and revision materials are prepared for each
subject and that they are kept in an organised folder throughout the duration of their courses. This is down to
the individual student to maintain. Also, as part of the independent study, students should be reading around
their subjects. Subject teachers will be able to point students in the direction of relevant reading material.

Reading - All students complete 20 minutes of reading every day, including weekends for homework.

Students of the Week

Miss Smith is delighted to announce that we
have 8 students of the week: Harrison in Year
8; Finlay in Year 9; Damian, Belle, Emmanuel
and Phoebe in Year 10; Jake and Casey in Year
11.

Thank you for being an exceptional role model
during the SEND inclusive event this week. You
displayed patience, support and really
encouraged other students taking part in the
event to make new friends and support social
interactions. Miss Smith

We are very proud of you all!

Yours sincerely,

£5 3 53,800
S e : &%« Reward
“ Points

Mr Jude Hunton Mrs Lorraine Walker
Executive Headmaster Headteacher

That’s an average of 86.08 points per student this
academic year. Well done to you all!

Skegness Grammar School is part of the David Ross Education Trust o o
The Company is registered in England and Wales Eoﬁn’ﬁvs}s Ofg?ed % ;.,\:
Company Registration Number: 6182612 \\x ’/ @]

Registered Office: Charnwood College, Thorpe Hill, Loughborough, LE11 4SQ Provider
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