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Dear SGS Families,
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Executive Headmaster: Mr. J Hunton
Head of School: Mrs. L Walker

As we reach the end of half term 5, and the midway point of the summer exam season, | wish to thank everyone for
their hard work and contribution to the successes of SGS and our scholars. | recognise how important it is that
families, the school and the community work collaboratively to enable every child to flourish. This week we have
focused on the importance of homework, as outlined below.

1. Homework has a positive impact on average (+ 5 months learning), particularly with pupils in secondary
schools. To paraphrase, if your child completes their homework, on average, they will be 5 months ahead of
their learning than if they chose not to. Homework improves academic results.

2. Completing homework will ‘interrupt’ forgetting and make learning easier in the future.

3. Homework supports recall and application of knowledge, enabling students to practise for exams. | know our
current Year 11s and 13s will advocate the value of revising!

4. Homework also develops time management and self-discipline. By taking responsibility of their work they are

building excellent habits for the workplace and their next steps in education.

If you have any questions about our homework policy, monitoring homework on MCAS, subject specific computer
platforms used, or finding a suitably quiet environment for your child to complete their homework, please do not
hesitate to get in touch. In conclusion, whilst homework is crucial to enhance learning, so is the necessity to balance
this with relaxing and enjoying the holidays. Have a wonderful week and enjoy reading about the triumphs and
adventures of our fabulous scholars in this edition of the SGS newsletter.
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Student Senior Leadership Team 2025/26

Following a rigorous recruitment process over the last
few weeks, we're pleased to announce the new
Student Senior Leadership Team for 2025/26.

Head Boy: Layton Jones

Head Girl: Isabel McDonald

Deputy Head Boy: Harold Akomolafe
Deputy Head Boy: Oscar Boxall

Congratulations to you all!
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— Sixth Form Students Take on Bike Challenge at Skegness Tesco

A group of our Sixth
Form students,
including members
of our new Senior
Student Leadership
Team, recently took
part in a fundraising
bike challenge at
our local Tesco store
in  Skegness. The
event aimed to raise
money for Sheffield
Children's Hospital,
with funds going
specifically to the

Becton Centre — a state-of-the-art facility supporting children with serious and complex mental health needs.

Our students were fantastic ambassadors for the school, enthusiastically encouraging donations and taking turns on
the bikes. Shoppers were incredibly generous, helping the store move towards its ambitious fundraising target of
£5,000. The funds raised will be used to purchase two virtual reality headsets to support therapeutic treatment at

the Becton Centre.
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Inspiring Aspirations: Luke Staton Visits Our School

We were thrilled to welcome inspirational speaker Luke Staton to our grammar school on 20 May, where he worked
closely with a group of 10 specially selected students to develop their aspirations, resilience, and self-belief.

At the start of the two-hour session, students admitted to
feeling a little nervous and unsure of what to expect. However,
by the end, their attitudes had completely transformed. One
student described the experience as "amazing", while another
summed it up perfectly, calling Luke "inspirational."

Luke’s powerful storytelling and motivational approach clearly
made a lasting impression, helping students see their potential
and consider how to overcome challenges in both school and
life.

We're excited to announce that another group of students will take part in this transformative experience in June.
We look forward to seeing how this next cohort benefits from Luke’s energy and message, just as our first group did.

This has truly been a milestone in our ongoing efforts to support the personal development of our students—and
there’s more to come!

Attendance
One of the keys to improving attendance at school is Students who attended

4%

communication. Please let us know if your child is
physically unwell or struggling with their mental health
and wellbeing. We want to work with you to be able to put
strategies in place to support your child.

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2025/05/how-were- of their lessons at Skegness Grammar School
helping-children-and-teachers-with-their-mental-health/ gained on average one and a half grades higher
in every GCSE than students who did not.

There are number of people you can contact:
e The pastoral team: sgs-pastoral@skegnessgrammar.co.uk
e The safeguarding team: sgs-safeguarding@skegnessgrammar.co.uk
e The attendance team: sgs-attendance @skegnessgrammar.co.uk

At this time of year, there are lots of cold and hayfever symptoms about. These in themselves are not a reason to be
off school. There is a useful website to access whether your child is well enough for school: Is my child too ill for
school? - NHS. Please communicate with us, if your child is feeling under the weather, as we can keep a close watch

of them in school.
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Eco School Update: Build a Log Pile Lodge!

As part of our journey toward Eco School accreditation this year, SGS is continuing to take action for nature. Last
week, we shared the exciting news about our newly created garden. This week, we’d love to invite you to get involved
at home by building your own Log Pile Lodge!

Why a log pile?

Decaying wood is a vital habitat for wildlife. It provides shelter and food for a variety of creatures. To make your own
lodge, simply gather small logs, large sticks, and pieces of rotting wood. Stack them in a damp, shady spot in your
garden. Then, tuck in some dead leaves to make it extra cosy.

Who will move in?
Your log pile could become a haven for centipedes, woodlice, and beetles. You might even attract birds, frogs, or

hedgehogs looking for a tasty snack!

Together, we can create small habitats that make a big difference.
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National Numeracy Day 21 May - It's the Money Edition!
For the first time, National Numeracy Day has a theme. For 2025 we'll be talking about Money, and this is why...

New research shows that a third of UK adults (32%) say being able to better manage their money is the reason they
want to improve their maths and numeracy skills. This goes even higher for parents of young children, and young
people.

Financial education is a vital theme for children if we are to tackle the fact that our young adults are both the most
maths-anxious and have the highest need for numeracy in order to better manage their money.

Amongst the strongest factors affecting the attitudes of children to numeracy, are the adults that support them at
home and at school. Number-confident adults are the most powerful lever towards a more number confident next
generation.

National Numeracy Day is the UK's only campaign dedicated to everyday maths. It is run by the independent charity
National Numeracy and everything is free thanks to Founding Supporter KPMG and a group of pioneering businesses
and organisations.

It’s for families, educators, individuals, children and organisations of all kinds. It wants the value and benefits of being
able to use numeracy in everyday life to be well understood in the UK and for people to be inspired to take their first

steps towards improved numeracy.

So far, people have taken more than 2 million actions to improve numeracy as a result of the campaign since it began
in 2018.

And this year, on and around Wednesday 21 May, National Numeracy Day will offer helpful, fun and friendly events,
resources and activities to give number confidence and numeracy skills for managing money a boost.

To find out more, please use the links: National Numeracy and BBC Teach
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Deepfakes - What are they and how are they created?

A deepfake is a type of synthetic media, including images, videos, or audio, that has been created or manipulated
using artificial intelligence (Al) technology. Deepfakes can convincingly portray people or events that do not exist in
reality. They combine existing media with Al-powered software to create new, fake content that appears real.

In this new world of Generative Al the creation of toxic content is easier than it has ever been, including images
and, to a lesser extent, videos and audio recordings of a person. Deepfakes aren't new, Photoshopped images have
been around for years, but with GenAl everything has changed, anyone can replace a person's likeness or voice with
someone else's with relative ease, making it appear as if they said or did something they never actually did. With
GenAl models getting better and better it now only takes between 10-20 images to make a half-decent likeness of
someone else. There are some voice models which claim they can replicate a persons voice with just 3 seconds of
audio!

But although this technology can be used for some pretty amazing things, the potential for those with harmful
intent can pose a very real risk to all of us. Even OpenAl (ChatGPT) haven't released their voice clone model which
they created over a year ago due to the concerns of harmful use. Some companies, such as OpenAl, tend to have
good safeguards in place, others have none. It is so important that you consider what you are posting publicly for a
variety of different reasons. This message is now more important than it has ever been.

The Dangers of Deepfakes
While deepfakes can be used for harmless or even educational purposes, they can also be used unethically in the
following ways:

o Identity theft: Deepfakes can impersonate individuals in videos or audio recordings, potentially allowing
criminals to commit fraud under someone else's name.

o Threats/blackmail: Deepfakes can create convincing footage or audio that puts the subject in a bad light, which
can then be used to threaten or blackmail them.

o Cyberbullying: Deepfakes can be used to create embarrassing or hurtful videos or audio recordings of someone.

o Propaganda/fake news: Deepfakes can be used to create fake videos or audio recordings that trick people and
sway their opinions on important topics.

o Election manipulation: Deepfakes can be used to make candidates look bad or confuse voters by creating fake
speeches or interviews.

o Nonconsensual Intimate Images (NCII): Deepfake photos and videos that remove the subject’s clothing without

their knowledge or consent.

Ways to report
You can report illegal deepfakes online here; Contact us | Police.uk. Or by calling 101. Your report will be sent direct
to our control room where it will be reviewed by the same team who answer our calls.

Should you wish to discuss any of this further or have any concerns please email:
sgs-pastoral@skegnessgrammar.co.uk
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DRET All Star Netball Tour 2025
This year’s DRET All Star Netball teams travelled
to Butlins, Skegness for their end of season tour -

the Rhinos Challenge Netball Weekender 2025. CHHLLE"GE

Upon arrival, our athletes headed to Splash Waterworld to enjoy the rides, rafts and flumes together. We later
checked into our rooms and laid out the team challenges and tasks to complete with rewards up for grabs in our
presentation.

Saturday's netball format found the teams in randomly allocated groups facing club teams from around the UK, with
the furthest travelling team from Glasgow, Scotland. Our U13's won two fixtures and lost two, placing 3rd in their
group, whilst the U15's were unlucky to lose four of their matches. Two of these results were a 7-6 loss which
demonstrates the competitiveness of these well-matched games. The evening saw our teams enjoy their dinner
together before exploring the SkyPark. Students bonded with a game of hide-and-seek tig on the huge outdoor
playground featuring a 14-metre climbing tower with panoramic sea views. We then headed to the fairground to
experience the adrenaline pumping as we spun on the waltzers, bumped on the dodgems and reached new heights
on the hyper blaster.

Sunday's format placed all teams into a new pool based on their results. Both All Stars teams were in play off pool 2
with just four matches remaining of the 2024/2025 programme. The U13s finished the morning 4th in their pool,
then spectated the U15's first match (and win) of the day, before heading back to Butlins for their presentation. The
U15s spectacular performances continued as they went onto win their second match and drew their third 9-9. It all
came down to their final game as they

R sat at the top of the table and needed
to win or draw to maintain their
i T i position. The full-time whistle blew
: : JuAi which cued the cheers and applause

RH'nOS e | from DRET families on the sidelines.
w They had done it by a single goal, 9-8.

CHALLENGE

= - = Both teams attended the Rhinos

’ Challenge presentation where they
took to stage to receive their medals
and trophies. Later on, we held our
own to congratulate all of the athletes
for being involved in the DRET All Stars
Netball programme for 2024/2025.
Tilly (U15 - Lodge Park Academy) and
Tula (U13 - Skegness Grammar School)
were awarded the most valued player
on tour certificates and trophies,
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whilst Amelia (U15 - Charnwood College) and Coco (U13 - Bobby Moore
valued player of the season awards.

To close the Netball tour on Monday, we
visited  Skegness  seafront.  Students
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Academy) were awarded with the most

rewarded themselves with donuts, ice
creams and slushes as we walked along the
promenade and pier. It was brilliant to spend
time together reflecting on the successful
weekend before departing back to our
academies.

We are incredibly proud of the 7 SGS
students who have been part of the Trust-
wide programme this academic year; Isabel
Sorby, Faith Barker, Tula Pinder, Ruby
Moses, Ava Lawton, Evie Baker and Emily
Worthington.

4

Year 5/6 County Netball Finals

On Wednesday, SGS hosted the Year 5 and 6 County Netball Finals here at

COASTAL SCHOOLS
SPORT PARTNERSHIP
Tk X

—
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Skegness Grammar School. We are
privileged to have such fantastic
facilities and wonderful young
leaders in order to deliver such an
event. 11 teams travelled from all
over Lincolnshire to compete
following their qualification. We
saw some excellent netball on
display from the young people,
whilst our SGS scholars umpired,
scored, and input the results of the
competition. Thank you to those
students who supported Miss
< Patrick, Miss Smith and Mr Ray in
the event; Ruby Moses, Faith
Barker, Isabel Sorby, Ava Lawton,
Evie Baker, Emily Worthington,
Brooke Booth, Harlow MclLean,
Lacey-Rae Dryhurst, Annie-Jo Royle
and Lily-Mai Sleight.
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Add some Drama to your Half Term Holiday
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Does your child love to performance? Find below details of a brand-new national competition for young people aged

to 19 years old.

“Have you got what it takes to be crowned the best actor in the country? Ran in conjunction with Ambassador Theatre
Group - the world's largest live-theatre company - and the Federation of Drama Schools. There are four categories to
choose from: Contemporary, Classical, Screen, and Devised — and four age groups, so you’ll be competing with others

your own age.”

What do | have to do to enter?
Perform, record and upload
your monologue. All criteria
can be found by clicking on this
link.

National Youth Monologues

Perform on a West End stage.
Win amazing prizes. Grow as
an artist and develop your
craft.

Do let us know if your child
participates.

Break a leg!
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Homework Timetable

Please find below details on the homework timetable. Full details can be found at
https://www.skegnessgrammar.co.uk/docs/policies/SGS - Homework Policy July 24.pdf

Il. Year 7, 8 & 9 — (Key Stage 3) Homework/Prep/Retrieval Task (RT) Timetable

Year 7/8 Homework Timetable

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend
Science Music (Music English RE History Geography
(Kay First) (Educake) French Rotation Subject Sparx Maths (1 hour)
Science) Computer Spanish (Active (Drama, Food
Science (Active Learn) Technology)
Learn)

Art and DT homework will be set on the day of the lesson, with a week to complete the task. Each task
will be between 20 and 30 minutes in duration.
Reading is required for 20 minutes every day (including weekends).

Year 9 Homework Timetable

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend
Science Music (Music | English RE History Geography
(Kay First) (Educake) MFL (Active | Rotation Subject | Sparx Maths (1
Science) Computer (Science Learn) (Drama, Food hour)

Science Kay Science) Technology)

Art and DT homework will be set on the day of the lesson, with a week to complete the task. Each task will
be between 20 and 30 minutes in duration.
Reading is required for 20 minutes every day (including weekends).

English — Students complete tasks set by their class teacher on the online platform Educake.

Humanities - Students complete a multiple choice self-marking quiz created via questionwell.org imported into
Microsoft forms and shared with students via Bromcom. The information used to create the quiz is based on the most
recent learning episodes, where appropriate, prior learning can be interleaved in to promote retrieval.

Reading - All students complete 20 minutes of reading every day, including weekends.

Science Students complete tasks set on Kay Science. Students complete the following tasks, Blank canvas video review
(with embedded questioning) followed by a quiz to practice the substantive content of the video.
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Maths homework follows a different format, using Sparx Maths. Students complete 1 hour of personalised homework.
It is both challenging and achievable due to the Al system, which increases the challenge of questions when students
answer questions correctly. The programme automatically tests current and past material and allows students to, not
only practice, but apply the rules. Additionally, students may also complete XP boost, which is a 30-minute extension
material. Students are rewarded for the compulsory and extension tasks through the Sparx leaderboard. Student log
in: https://www.sparxmaths.uk/student.

MFL homework is completed via the Pearson active learn online system, this will be directed by subject teachers and
based around current learning topics.

Music homework is completed via the Music First online system, this will be directed by subject teachers and based
around current learning topics.

lll. Year 10 & 11 - (Key Stage 4) Homework Timetable

Students in KS4 will receive a total of 60-90 minutes of homework per subject, per week. Homework will be set
by teachers as chunked, explicit, and manageable tasks. This will ensure that scaffolding is provided for longer
projects/assignments and students can learn to plan and organise their time effectively. Additional personal
revision is promoted throughout a student’s GCSE years. Subject teachers will be able to point students in the
direction of relevant reading material.

Reading - All students complete 20 minutes of reading every day, including weekends for homework.
IV. Year 12 & 13 - (Key Stage 5) Homework Timetable

Students in KS5 will be expected to complete 3-4 hours of homework and independent study per subject, per
week, plus additional study for enrichment qualifications where necessary (e.g., EPQ, Pre-Teaching). Students
should utilise their out of lesson study time, ensure that notes and revision materials are prepared for each
subject and that they are kept in an organised folder throughout the duration of their courses. This is down to
the individual student to maintain. Also, as part of the independent study, students should be reading around
their subjects. Subject teachers will be able to point students in the direction of relevant reading material.

Reading - All students complete 20 minutes of reading every day, including weekends for homework.
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Looking ahead to next term!

School Calendar Half Term 6 -

Until 20 June: GCSE and A level exams

03 to 06 June: D of E expeditions Silver Qualifier and Gold Practice

09 June: Geography fieldwork day — onsite

10 June: Yr 8 HPV vaccines

11 June: Athletics development day, Visit to the Royal Opera House —
Carmen

12 June: Yr 10 Progress Evening 4:30-7:30pm online via School Cloud
13 June: Student Charter rewards trip, Musician of the Year submission
deadline, Arts Award students’ trip to So Festival

16 June: Yr 11 final day, Yr 8 Geography fieldwork trip — local area
16-20 June: Yr 12 Geography fieldwork trip

17 June: Yr 10 Coffee morning

18 June: SGS Debate competition, 11+ VR familiarisation session online (Yr 5 students and families)
19 June: Summer cup trials

20 June: Yr 11 leavers day

21 June: Yr 11 Prom at the North Shore Hotel

23-27 June: Yr 10 work experience

24-27 June: D of E Gold expedition

27 June: Yr 13 Prom

30 June to 04 July: Yr 12 work experience

01 July: GamCare — external visitor in school

03 July: DRET Summer Cup

07 July: School Production — Legally Blonde, GamCare — external visitor in school

08 July: Sports Day, Lincs DRET Schools Choral Coaching and Concert

09 July: Yr 6 Induction Day, School Production — Legally Blonde

10 July: Sports Day — reserve day, Musician of the Year — Nottingham

10 July: Yr 12 UCAS drop down day

11 July: Coastal and Wolds athletics, School Production — Legally Blonde

11 July —16/17 July: Enrichment trips

17 July: Summer BBQ and Concert

18-22 July: Gabrielli Roar summer residential

21 July: Colour run

22 July: Tug of War

22 July: School closes at 1pm
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Student of the Week

Skegness Grammar School
Vernon Road

Skegness

Lincolnshire PE25 2QS
United Kingdom

Tel 01754 610000
Email: Enquiries@skegnessgrammar.co.uk
www.skegnessgrammar.co.uk

<
e"’lng wo Executive Headmaster: Mr. J Hunton
Head of School: Mrs. L Walker

Nominated by Miss Smith, Thomas Hill is our student of
the week. Thomas struggled with the changes from
Primary School to Secondary school and the new
routines and expectations. Thomas has taken on board
advice and support from SGS, and parents at home, and
has made massive improvements which can clearly be
seen when looking at his behaviour log. Well done
Thomas - we are very proud of you!

We are very proud of you!

STUDENT OF THE
WEEK

Wishing you a sunny, relaxing and fabulous half term.

Yours sincerely,
Y &

' ‘,'L,,

Mr Jude Hunton
Executive Headmaster

S
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Mrs Lorraine Walker

Head of School
147,689

Reward

That’s an average of 227.21 points per pupil since the Points

start of the academic year. Well done to you all!

Skegness Grammar School is part of the David Ross Education Trust ) o, Werowarking OrtS
The Company is registered in England and Wales < 7 O Awerdod by Afe
. 2.9 KN Council England
Company Registration Number: 6182612 EOUAKI.I.Y A cen re MUSIC MARK

Registered Office: Charnwood College, Thorpe Hill, Loughborough, LE11 4SQ \

(63 ¥4
SCHOOL




